Whether by choice or by necessity, for
reasons practical (maximizing the use
of a costly space) or ideological (choos-
ing to invest in people over a building),
many church communities now meet in
spaces that are transitional, temporary,
and multi-purpose. The challenge is to
create worship spaces that humanize;
that reinforce the worship team’s decla-
rations of God’s faithfulness, His perma-
nence, and His steadfast love in the face
of worship environments that are often
industrial, alienating, impersonal, and
impermanent. Some of the following
ideas and suggestions may help your
worship community in addressing en-
vironmental obstacles to worship, mak-
ing it easier for many to encounter God
in your community’s worship space.

by LOd. Lhe tendency 15 1o put sucn
things “up at the front” wherever your
“front” happens to be.If our desire is
to draw a community into a worship
space, rather than to draw more atten-
tion to the front, perhaps we should
consider extending these elements out
into their midst as well.

2. DRAWN TO LIGHT.

I read in anational newspaper recent-
ly that humans are physically drawn
to light as an ingrained biological re-
sponse. People are sensitive to light, as
I imagine that anyone who has par-
ticipated in a time of worship under the
flickering, sodium glare of gymnasium
lights can identify. Sunlight is always
welcome (at least to those of uswho
spend almost half the year immersed in

4. POWER IN A FACE.

Few images have the power to capture
our attention and humanize a space
as images of the human face. Portraits
of the beautiful and the broken, in all
shapes and sizes and colors, engage us
and remind us of a humanity in God's
Kingdom that is so much more broad
and diverse than ourselves — we are
all His image bearers. Consider incor-
porating the faces of image bearers in
places where less personal landscapes
and imagesare usually applied, such
as overhead projection, handouts, and
wall art.

5. POWER IN A SPACE.
According to Oberlin College's Envi-
ronmental Studies Chair William Orr







